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Volume 36      Number 2    February/March, 2006 

The Official Newsletter of the Saanich Peninsula Sq uadron 
A Unit of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons 

 
Commander Cdr Doug Mitchell  656-2959 commander* 
Past Commander P/Cdr Gay Miller  656-5190 pastcommander 
Executive Officer Lt/Cdr John Hudson  655-3653 executive 
Training Officer Lt/Cdr Ted Meadley  656-1082 training  
Treasurer  1st Lt Colin Nicholson  656-5085 treasurer 
Secretary                             1st Lt Kathryn McDougall  654-0207 secretary 
Membership Officer  1 st Lt Tony Kluge  656-7032 membership 
Public Relations Officer   1st Lt Cynthia Funnell   655-4442 pro  
MAREP Officer  1st Lt Len Burton  656-6450 marep 
Privacy Officer 1st Lt Tony Kluge  656-7032 privacy  
Chief Proctor Lt Dawna Burton  656-6450 chiefproctor  
Assistant Training Officer Lt Richard Funnell  655- 4442  ato 
Student Cruisemaster Lt Bill Miller  656-5190 studentcruise 
Supply Officer  Lt Dawna Burton  656-6450 supply   
Communications Officer  Lt Laura Parker  656-8646 communications  
Beacon Editor Lt Ralph Hodd  652-1715 editor  
Webmaster                       Lt Anne McKinnell  475-0053 webmaster 
Historian Lt Ralph Hodd  652-1715 archivist  
Port Captain  P/Cdr Stephen Denroche  656-6177 portcaptain  
Special Events Lt Lauri Barker  656-6448 specialevents 
Auditor Ed McNulty  658-4778 auditor  

*All email addresses are @ saanichpeninsulasquadron.org  
  

Meetings of the Squadron Executive Committee (the Bridge) are normally held on the 
third THURSDAY of each month at 1900 in the Sidney North Saanich Yacht Club, 
except in July and December.  All members of the Squadron are welcome to attend. 
The Beacon is our official newsletter.  Members with articles or information should 
send material to the Editor before the 15th of each month.   We also maintain a website 
www.saanichpeninsulasquadron.org.   We suggest you check the site regularly 
for notices of upcoming events, classified ads, etc. 
 

The contents of this magazine reflect the opinions of the writers and are not necessar-
ily those of the Editor, Canadian Power Squadron or  Saanich Peninsula Squadron. 
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Greetings to all! Our New Year got off to a good start 
with the graduation of our fall Boating Course students 
on January 9th where we had a record proportion of 
graduates join CPS!  District Commander Shirley Ham-
ilton pledged those new members able to attend.  My sincere thanks go to all 
the instructors, proctors and support staff for the  Boating Course and Student 
Cruise, to the students for their great efforts, to Squadron members who came 
out to show their support for the graduates, and to  those who looked after ar-
rangements for the graduation evening.  On behalf of all of us in the Saanich 
Peninsula Squadron, I would like to issue a very wa rm welcome to our new 
members who are identified by our Membership Office r elsewhere in this is-
sue. 
 
Our Squadron Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be c oming up in May.  
Current Bridge vacancies include Environmental Offi cer and Social Cruise-
master .  At our January meeting, your Bridge offic ers decided we would also 
like to have a volunteer take on the role of coordinating Squadron social 
events.  As I said in our last Beacon, we do not have to wait for the AGM to fill 
these positions if a volunteer steps forward before then.  Please remember that 
our Squadron exists solely on the basis of volunteers. To volunteer for any 
Bridge position, to instruct or be a proctor, to assist with our student cruises or 
to help in any way with any Squadron or District ev ent is an opportunity for 
members to ‘give back’ to our organization. If you are interested in serving on 
our Bridge, please contact one of the Nominating Committee: Gay Miller, Ken 
Clarke or myself.  
 
At the November District Meeting, Squadrons were as ked how we felt about 
hosting the 2010 Canadian Power Squadron National Annual Genera l Meet-
ing  - a major undertaking.  Our District last hosted t he national AGM in 1996.  
At the January District Meeting, the unanimous vote  of Squadrons and District 
Bridge members was to decline National Headquarters’ invitation for Vancou-
ver Island Districts to host the 2010 AGM. Our Dist rict Commander has ad-
vised National Headquarters of this decision.   



Our Beacon Editor is always looking for material suitable for  publication in future 
issues. If you have any material regarding boating or boating safety that would be 
of interest to our membership, please submit it.  The Editor will be happy to re-
ceive your contributions and will advise regarding their suitability for publication.  
 
In closing, I encourage members to support our advertisers. It is through their gen-
erous ongoing support that we are able to enjoy our newsletter The Beacon. 
 
Cheers 
 
 
 
Doug Mitchell   
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The Saanich Peninsula Squadron and the The Beacon would like to extend a  
special “Thank You” to the following companies who kindly donated gifts and 
whose names were missed in the last publication.  We appreciate each and every 
one of you and encourage our members to frequent your establishments.   
 
All Bay Marine Ltd     The Boater's Exchange 
Dock 503 Restaurant (Van Isle Marina) The Rum Runne r Pub 
Fish on Fifth      Waypoint Marine Ltd 
Jensen Marine Inc.     West Marine Canada Corp.  
Port Sidney Marina 
 
 
Thank you to the Proctors from the Fall Boating class, Craig Lessels, Dan  
Giesbrecht, Jim Jordon, Len Burton, Paul Smith, Rut h Smith, Richard  
Funnell  and Winston Mitchell .  They did a wonderful job helping the  
student’s with all the charting, plotting, tying kn ots, by passing on their  
knowledge to the students in the Fall Boating class. 
 
Dawna Burton - Chief Proctor  
 



�����������������
�
 
 

Feb 08   Pre-Cruise Presentation for Skippers, Proctors and Students       
                Please direct all questions regarding the Pre-cruise Presentation or 
               the Student Cruise to:  Bill Miller, Student Cruise Master 656-5190 
               or e-mail studentcruise@saanichpeninsulasquadron.org 
 

Feb 16 Bridge Meeting - 1900 hours SNSYC.  All are welcome 
 

Mar 05   Student Cruise to Otter Bay 
 

Mar 16   Bridge Meeting - 1900 hours SNSYC.  All are welcome 
 

Apr 23   VISD Commanders' Meeting  – 1030-1200 hours - Saanich Fair Oak Room 
 

Apr 23    VISD  Training Meeting – 1030-1200 hours - Saanich Fair Poplar Room 
 

Apr 23    VISD Council Meeting -1200-1600 hours - Saanich Fair Poplar Room 
 

May 13  VISD Mini Conference and AGM  
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The previously advertised Piloting and Advanced Piloting Courses scheduled for Janu-
ary have been cancelled due to lack of participation.       
 
Monday January 9th, 2006 was Graduation night for our Fall Boating Class of 24 stu-
dents; it was a great evening for the students and members alike! Valedictorian, Paul 
Pearlstone gave an outstanding address to his fellow graduates and the Squad-
ron...  Guest Speaker Dave Jackson of the Canadian Hydrographic Service gave an 
entertaining and informative talk on CPS/CHS partne rship in Safe Boating... and  Dis-
trict Commander Shirley Hamilton  pledged in our 21 new members! Thank you all 
who came out to share in the students' night and welcome our new members into the 
Squadron!  Check our website  www.saanichpeninsulasquadron.org  for photos to be 
posted! 
 
Laura Parker, Communications OfficerPhone: 250-656-8646;  
Email: communications@saanichpeninsulasquadron.org  
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I must have made a good impression on the Boating c lass last fall when I 
spoke to them about the benefits of membership in C PS.  After the students 
wrote the Boating exam on December 6th, 18 of them joined the Squadron 
that same night!  One couple mailed in their applic ation a week or so later, 
making 20 new members by the time of the Graduation  Ceremony on Janu-
ary 9th.  That evening, after the Boating Certifica tes were presented, and be-
fore the new members were pledged by the District C ommander, one more 
student joined – so we now have a total of 21 new m embers! 
 

Please join Cdr Doug Mitchell and the Bridge in wel coming: 
 

Philip Baardman David Howard F. Mac Proctor 
Chuck Burkett Nicholas Hunter Edward Smith 
Shelley Burkett Joy Hunter Maureen Smith 
Irene Dolan Ingrid Jarisz Peter Watson 
Irene Dunic Julie Lobb Barry Wills 
Colin Henderson Paul Pearlstone Sami Youakim 
Joan Henderson Joyce Pearlstone Beata Marton 

 

At press time, the Squadron membership was: 
 

           Regular Members 197 
           Family Members   59 
           Regular Associate     3 
           Lady Associate   13 
           Junior Associate     1 
           Life Members     5 
           Total 278 
 

Remember, please let me know of any change to your mailing address, phone 
number or e-mail address so that we can keep our membership contact infor-
mation up-to-date. 
 

Tony Kluge,  Membership Officer 
Phone:  (250) 656-7032 
E-mail:  membership@saanichpeninsulasquadron.org 
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You are cruising along, timing the 
tide change that will permit you safe 
passage through a restricted chan-
nel. The VHF radio has sporadic re-
quests from various pleasure crafts 
calling one another and commercial 
traffic is checking in at various call 
points along their route.  Suddenly, 
your radio comes alive with, 
“Securit’e, Securit’e, Securit’e, All 
Stations, All Stations, All Stations!  
This is the pleasure craft Rapid 
Charger, north bound through the 
Arran Rapids”.  
 
A given latitude and longitude is broadcast reporti ng a deadhead mid channel and 
you are now aware that somewhere, in the Arran Rapi ds, a deadly log may surface 
unexpectedly - not exactly a comforting thought if you are making your passage 
astern the Rapid Charger. 

 
If this is your first passage, the thought of the d ead-
head coming in contact with your hull on its upward  
travel is a little unnerving.  Deadheads and floati ng 
debris are as challenging as uncharted rocks or, at 
times, the charted reefs and rocks that run the length 
of the West Coast.  As a CPS member you are encour-
aged to submit a MAREP report if you encounter any 
of the above.  Did any MAREP reports get submitted 
during this past year?  NO!!!   
 
 

If, in your opinion, the rock awash that you just hit was out of positio n, and you se-
verely damaged your $1000 propeller, report it .  You have the skills to take bearings 
and fixes, please use them.  In clear weather and calm seas there is no excuse for hit-
ting a rock with a charted aid on top…but, it happe ns.  

 



CPS has been involved in the MAREP program since the early 1970’s.  What is the con-
nection between CHS & CPS?  MAREP Reports will assist CHS more than you may real-
ize.  With Government cutbacks, lack of funding in various departments and downsizing, 
CHS can use our help by applying your  navigational skills from the Boating Course to Ce-
lestial Navigation.  It takes a large budget to run a Hydrographic Survey Ship. Fuel, man-
ning the ship and supplies are a costly expense for a Hydrographic Survey. We have a 
relatively long boating season on the west coast and many pleasure craft, and for some it 
never really ends from year to year.  Every year more and more pleasure craft ply the wa-
ters northward to test their boating skills and abi lities.  Their input will assist CHS De-
partments in “Sailing Directions”, “Tide and Curren t Tables”, “Light Lists” and “Aids to 
Navigation”. 
 
CHS values your input.   Over the past few years MAREP Reports have been rapidly 
decreasing…why?  Is it complacency maybe, the attitude that someone else can do it?  Is 
it really that hard to tag a dead head so the next pleasure craft that may not have heard 
your safety call hits it? 
 
In 1989 between the Vancouver Island Squadrons and the Mainland Squadrons, 241 
MAREP reports were submitted to CHS.  The highest number recorded was 15 in a 
seven-hour period.  Pleasure Boat submitted: “MAREP Reports Benefit Everyone.  This 
includes the boating public as well as CHS and CPS members…something to think about.  
 
The next time a tour is arranged through CHS to tou r their facilities, be it the Charting 
Department, or MCTS, think about the time and effor t CHS puts into this Squadron to 
support its endeavors to promote safe boating, by doing tours of their facility on CHS 
volunteers’ time. 
 
It is time for us when on the water to make out and  submit a report about anything we 
feel at odds with that is not right, such as a 
buoy that is not in place or a charted aid 
that is not flashing.  As Squadron MAREP Of-
ficer I encourage each and every member of 
this Squadron to participate in the MAREP 
program… get involved, support the pro-
gram.  
                                                                                           
What is this hazard? 
Len Burton, MAREP.  
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FOR SALE: GOLD  BAR 1986 32’ Fairline $85,000 OBO 
Gold Bar is a fly-bridge cruiser, extra large swim grid. 
Two new (2002 - 300 hrs) Mercury 300HP 300 MAG MPI 
Horizon V8 5.7 litre gas engines and Bravo 2 legs with 
Micro Commander Mathers electronic controls plus 
warranty. All in-cabin amenities, many navigational  
aids, and improvements.  Moored at Sooke. Contact 
George/Lynn Vooro    
250 598-1284 or vooro@shaw.ca 
 

FOR SALE:  LEGASEA 1976, 34' CHB aft cabin trawler  $79,900 (GST included) 
Powered by a dependable 6cyl. Lehman Diesel (only 6 litres/hour) she comes with 
a dinghy and outboard, furnace ,radar, depth, GPS, 
VHF & charts.  Have the freedom to go exploring 
anywhere on the inside coast. Boathouse available 
too.  Truly a great turnkey purchase! 
Contact Ken Clarke - 656-9251  
 
 

FOR SALE:  Regal Cutty 22’ fully loaded  $2,500 
OBO   
If interested phone David for details 544-1333 
 
FOR SALE:  Inflatable Tender  and 2-stroke outboard  BOTH  $1,700 OBO 
1-1992 bombard AX5000- 10'2" Fiberglas hard bottom inflatable tender 
1-1992 Mariner 9.9hp 2-stroke outboard as new 
Please call Martin Russell 883-0101 cell or 658-1048 home e-mail boattime@telus.net  
 
 

Please advise editor@saanichpeninsulasquadron.org re classified advertisements 
 

#
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Scurvy, a vitamin C deficiency, was responsible for more deaths at sea than storms, 
shipwrecks, combats and all other diseases combined?  It is estimated that more 
than two million sailors perished from Scurvy durin g the “Age of Sail”- 15 th to the 
18th century.  Captain James Cook recognized that the problem laid in the lack of 
certain foods such as fresh fruits and vegetables.  He found ways of providing 
these for his sailors and as a consequence he never lost a single sailor to this dread-
ful and fatal disease. 

 

Reference:  Scurvy by Stephen R. Bown �
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All Bay Marine Ltd.  – 250-656-0153  Fax: 250-656-5844  
 

Brenna Litwak – Certified Management Accountant  – 250-656-0084  
E-mail brenna@brennalitwack.com 
 

Brown Bros Marine Insurance  – 250-385-8771 or 250-479-6111 
 

Canoe Cove Marina - Office: 250-656-5566 Service: 250-656-5515 Fax: 250-655-7197  
www.canoecovemarina.com 
 

Compass Rose Nautical Books – 250-656-4674   Fax: 250-656-4760  
E-mail compassrose@telus.net 
 

Harbord Insurance Services  – 250-656-0111  Toll Free: 1-888-450-3982  
www.harbordinsurance.com  
 
Irene Dunic (Holmes Realty) - 250-656-0911 
 

Jensen Marine Supply Inc.  - 250-656-1114 or 250-656-1235 
 

Peninsula U-Brew Winery  – 250-655-721 
 
Sidney Marine Supply  – 250-656-2013  Fax: 250-656-9954  
www.sidneymarine.com   E-mail sales@sidneymarine.com 
 

Sidney Propeller and Marine Power  – Phone/Fax: 250-656-3421  
www.sidneypropeller&marinepowerltd.com  E-mail sidprop@shaw.ca 
 

Tsehum Marine Ltd.  – 250-656-1221  Fax: 250-656-9212  
 

Waypoint Marine Ltd  – 250-656-2001  Fax: 250-565-2008  
 

Westwind Hardwood Inc  – 250-656-0848  Toll Free: 1-800-667-2275  Fax: 250-656-9663                  
E-mail westwind@islandnet.com 
 
Advertisers are listed in alphabetical order and not in order of ad size or positioning 
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Thank you to all who took the time to submit your c hoices and comments for our Event 
Activity Survey held last October. The results have been tallied and are as follows: 
 
Boaters’ Swap Meet - 59%   Monthly dinner at SNSYC - 32%  
Lecture Series - 56%    Boat Rally  - 32% Casino Night - 26% 
June - "Bon Voyage" picnic - 41%  Dinner/Dance - 21%  
September - "Après Cruise" 41%  Summer Dinghy Races - 15% 
Weekend Boating Rendezvous - 35%  Murder Mystery Night - 12% 
Meet & Greet - Entertainment – 32%  Talent Night - 6%   
 
It seems clear that our members look to the Squadron first as a venue for learning and 
second as a venue to participate in a few social activities spread throughout the year.  
Thus, your Bridge is planning events for this year accordingly.  So... open those SPS 
emails, RSVP the events so we can plan them well, and let us know if you have any other 
ideas or comments (email to address below).   
And….we can always use new volunteers to help us at our events! 
  
Laura Parker - Communications Officer  
Phone: 250-656-8646  e-mail: communications@saanichpeninsulasquadron.org  


